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It was about this time, between the twelfth and
eleventh centuries, that a great event took place which
set the stage for the coming new life in Greece and
of a sudden created the circumstances which brought
about the birth of the new culture. It was the invasion
of the Dorian Aryans. This brought to southern
Greece an unmixed population of the Aryans. The
Dorians came from Illyria whom the Thesprotians
had set into motion. With the Thesprotians hard on
their heels they pressed forward and colonized Greece.
The Peloponnese was conquered and Laconia became
the main Dorian state. It enslaved the Achaian and
the Aegean populations and ruled "with a rod of iron
from the village which the Dorians built by the older
Achaian capital, Lacedaemon. By the tenth century
B. c. the kingdoms of Sparta and Argive had been
established. The Dorians were soon in Crete and
among the neighbouring islands completing the task
of destruction that had begun centuries before. The
lonians had already moved eastward and had colo-
nized Ionia.
It was now from there, from the east, that light
came. In the courts of Acolis and Ionia the rem-
nants of the old Aegean culture had taken refuge and
there the Homeric poets of Asia received the patron-
age for the lays they conserved and composed. There
the weak yet great Aegean culture mingled with the
cruder elements of the Aryan Greek civilization and
proclaimed the dawn of the Greek renaissance. The
new Greek civilization arose in Ionia. Ionia gave
Greece her coined money and letters, art and litera-
ture, receiving them partly from the east, transmit-
ting the same to the west, and partly from the Aegean
culture which was strong enough in that part to lend
its yarn to the new fabric.